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VolunteerismðWhat does it mean to the Occaneechi Band of the Saponi Nation?  

By Tammy Hayes-Hill  

kind deeds as well as provid-
ing a cultural outlet for our 

tribal members, friends of 
the Occaneechis and the 

community at large.   

     So please join us in this 
celebration of goodwill on 
June 12th, Friday & June 

13th, Saturday 2009.   

     Bring your folding lawn 

chairs order to be able to 
relax and take in the activi-
ties and watch the dancers.   
There will be food vendors, 
water and soft drinks for sale 

for your refreshment.   

       One more new addition 
to our Pow-Wow will be 
activities for our young ones 
such as face painting and 
some hands on craft making 

stations.   

     Here is the link for de-

tailed Pow-Wow info.   

http://www.occaneechi-
saponi.org/downloadables/

Pow_wow_Flier_2009.pdf  

     Grand entry will be Sat-
urday, June 13th at 12:00pm 
(noon).   Donõt miss it and 

donõt forget your canned and 
non- perishable food dona-

tions!    

 

It is Pow-Wow time al-
ready and the email has been 

sent for Occaneechi volun-
teers to come out and help 
as we welcome the commu-
nity to our tribal grounds to 
celebrate with us.  There is 

always a lot to do and look 
forward to as we prepare for 
our yearly two day gathering.  
For the tribal community it is 
like òhomecomingó,  an op-

portunity to visit with family 
members  that are only seen 
during this time of year.  For 
the surrounding community 

and our visitors from far 
away it is a time to visit and 
take in the history, traditions 
and tour the grounds and 
see the progress since last 

year.  But this year will be 
different because we are 
celebrating 25 years of being 
the Occaneechi Band of the 
Saponi Nation, Inc.  So this 

year to commemorate the 
occasion and give thanks for 
the blessings that have come 
to us, we are working with 

Loaves & Fishes of Mebaneñ
a local food bank that has 
served Alamance County and 
their residents for many 
years.  We are asking every-

one to bring a couple of cans 
of food when you come to 
spend the day with us.  We 
will discount the price of 

admission by $1.00 and make 
sure that this much needed 

food will make it to local 

families that are in need.  

     There is a great need as 
the country has been in a 
recession and locally the job 
losses have made an impact 

on our community.   The 

need is overwhelming.   

     You may ask how did we 
got involved with this organi-
zation and that brings me to 
the topic of the articleð Vol-
unteerism.  Several of our 

tribal members donate their 
time and work at The 
Mebane Branch of Loaves & 

Fishes.   

      The Occaneechis have a 
long history of volunteerism.  

Many have volunteered time 
and serve on committees of 
their churches, political par-
ties, animal preservation 
centers, the arts, special in-

terest groups and many 
other activities that help our 
community.  There are op-
portunities all around us to 

do some type of outreach.  
Please continue to be that 
good neighbor and give back.  
As we celebrate this mile-
stone we want the Occa-

neechi Band of Saponi Na-
tion to be synonymous with 
giving, fellowshipping and 
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VolunteerismðWhat does it mean to the people of the Occaneechi Tribe? 



VISION STATEMENT  
Occaneechi Band of the Saponi Nation will be a unified and self-reliant tribe. 

 

TRIBAL MISSION STATEMENT  
The Occaneechi Band of the Saponi Nation is continuously committed to the preser-
vation, protection and promotion of our history, culture and traditions; while provid-

ing social, economic and educational resources, opportunities and services that will 

contribute to the well being of the tribal community. 

 

TRIBAL COUNCIL MISSION STATEMENT  
As advocates for the Occaneechi Band of the Saponi Nation, the Tribal Council is 

committed to provide excellent leadership according to the constitution. 

Message From the Tribal Chair 

sary Pow-Wow will be the Occa-

neechiõs efforts to give back to the 

community.  We are asking everyone to 

bring 2 cans of food or more because 

we are having a food drive to stock the 

shelves of the local Food Bank ð Loaves 

& Fishes.  Please spread the word about 

the food drive as we want to collect as 

many cans of food as possible to make a 

difference during this time of great 

need.   More information and details 

are available about all of upcoming 

events on our website http://

www.occaneechi-saponi.org/.  

 

As we are òCyclingó thru our days 

please take time to remember each 

other.  We have many tribal members 

that need your prayers for strength as 

we all are facing challenges daily.  

 

I look forward to seeing you all and 

celebrating our accomplishments of the 

past 25 years and happily look ahead to 

the next 25 years.     

 

Biwa, 

 

Tony Hayes 

OBSN Tribal Chair 

   

 

Mecou Tribal Members, 

 

We have made it thru January, Febru-

ary, March & April 2009.  The end of 

winter was a welcome thing but al-

though the seasons due change we 

were still experiencing some snow in 

March.  Spring is here and we are so 

happy to transition into our busy fund-

raising season.  March 21st the Occa-

neechi tribe held a Fish Fry at St. Mat-

thews church in Burlington which was a 

success.  A huge thank you to everyone 

that participated.  In April, School Days 

is always a huge event that truly incor-

porates the school participation and 

tribal members donating their time, 

services and sharing their cultural his-

torical knowledge with the pub-

lic. School Days  is such a great time for 

everyone as some of us are in regalia 

demonstrating the ways of our people 

in the past.  It provides an opportunity 

for us to showcase the village and the 

tribal grounds.  We encourage every-

one to make that connection to the 

tribal grounds for this is a snapshot of 

history for us as well as helping the 

tribe to be sustainable by providing 

tours, presentations and event loca-

tion.  Now we are needing help as we 

approach the Pow-Wow.  June 12th  & 

13th, 2009 will be our 25th Anniversary 

Pow-Wow and if that isnõt reason 

enough to celebrate we are incorporat-

ing some activities for our little 

ones.  We want our tribal family and 

the community to enjoy the day with 

us.  Our little ones need some fun ac-

tivities that will be engaging as well as 

appealing to their age group.   Another 

very important part of this 25th Anniver-
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Vivette Jeffries-Logan, OBSN tribal council member and chair of the Health Circle Steering Com-
mittee and Angela Huskey, OBSN Treasurer coɀfacilitated  the Poverty Simulation session at the NC 
Coalition Against Domestic Violence bi-annual Membership Meeting at St. Marks Church in Burling-
ton, NC.  
!ÐÒÉÌ ΧΧȟ ΨΦΦί  6ÉÖÅÔÔÅ ÁÔÔÅÎÄÅÄ .ÁÔÉÖÅ (ÅÁÌÔÈ )ÎÉÔÉÁÔÉÖÅȭÓ #ÅÌÅÂÒÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ 0ÏÓÉÔÉÖÅ 9ÏÕÔÈ $ÁÙ ÉÎ 

Dunn, NC. The event was hosted by the Coharie of Harnett County Association.  Uriah Jeffries, Elijah 
Jeffries-Logan, Marshall Jeffries and Douglas Logan attended also. 

April 21: Vivette spoke to UNC School of Social Work Class as part of Activist Panel 
April 29: Vivette presented Diversity 101 for NC Council  for Women, Central Regional Meeting in 

Lillington, NC 
May 13-14: Vivette co-facilitated at NC Coalition Against Domestic Violence Advocates Institute: 

Advocacy and Self-Care Basics Training held at the Trinity Retreat Center in Salter Path, NC.  
April 1-4: Vivette co-presented a workshop at the 10th Annual White Privilege Conference held 

this year in Memphis Tennessee. 
June1-2: Vivette co-presenter for two workshops at Pedagogy of White Privilege Conference at 

University of Denver. 
June 4-7 invited to "Deep Change: Transforming the Practice of Social Justice," Vivetteɂ

participating in the retreat and will be a panelist in a discussion  about personal spiritual journey and 
how we apply our spirituality to our social justice work. 

June 29 Vivetteɂco-presenting anti-oppression workshop in Spartanburg , SC for  EN-
GAGE.   ENGAGE (the Educational Network for Global and Grassroots Exchange) . 
  
BriceWatkins, OBSN tribal council member and chair of the Youth Committee participated in a Ca-
reer Fair at Graham Middle School On March 5th, 2009 .  He spoke to the youth about Financial Liter-
acy.  Brice also met with Esther Dunnegan of the State Department of Public Instruction on Tuesday 
March 24th at the Tribal Office to discuss the grant and its procedures. 
 
Keshia Enoch,  OBSN tribal council member and Health Circle Committee Member ; Rachel Clay 

OBSN tribal council member and Health Circle Committee Member; Margie Watkins, OBSN Office 

Manager and Tony Hayes, OBSN Tribal Chair attended the Unity Conference, March 5th-7th, 2009.  

Keisha, Rachel and Margie facilitated the Amateur Art Contest and Tony was a presenter.   

Beverly Payne-Betts, Lynette Jeffries & Vickie Jeffries, attended the Fort Christiana dedication on 

April 25th, 2009 in Lawrenceville, Virginia.   

Tammy Hayes-Hill, OBSN tribal member and Scholarship Committee member, attended and par-

ticipated  in The Duke Cancer Center Minority Advisory Board Meeting on May 8th, 2009.   

 

Represent Spotlight         òWhoõs doing Wható  
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       A couple months ago at 
a tribal council meeting I 

was given a letter from a 

local school regarding 
adjusting  school records to 

reflect Indian as the race of 

one of our young  tribal 

members.   

     The family was a bit 
surprised that documentation 

has to be submitted to the 

school in order to change the 

record.   
     I was asked to write this 

article to bring awareness 

that your childrenôs race (or 

yours) although properly 
documented on the birth 

certificate, may not be 

adjusted in other official 

databases or records.   
     As excited as I was to 

obtain my tribal card, I recall 

discussing my joy to another 

tribal member well versed in 
Native American as well as 

Occaneechi history.  She 

explained to me that Indians 
are the only race of people 

required to have a  card to 

prove our race.  Needless to 

say, my joy was short lived 
but I felt very enlightened to 

the fact that there is so much 

more work to be done in the 
matters of Indian Affairs.  

Like a veil had been lifted to 

inspire me to learn more 
and never take for granted 

the need to investigate and 

inquire about procedures 

and policies regarding my 
heritage as a Native 

American.   

     First thing you must do 

is have your birth 
certificate amended if you 

havenôt already taken this 

step.  For more information 
regarding amending your 

birth certificate please call 

the tribal office at 919-304-

3723.   

     One thing to remember 
is that we have mixed 

heritage so there are times 

that we could be mistaken 

for other races.   
      The items needed to 

change school records in 

NC will be the birth 

certificate and your tribal 
card.  So please make sure 

you have these items handy 

and updated in order to 

correct your records.   
     Why is this so 

important?   Next year the 

Census Bureau will be 

conducting their survey.  It 
is imperative that we 

óNative Peopleô are taking 

the time to fill out this 
information and submitting 

it.  The old saying 
ñthere is strength in 

numbersò still holds 

true.  We definitely need 

to be counted in order to 
have our voices heard.  

Also, when the 

government is looking 
to fund projects and 

support communities 

this information is vital 

to ensuring our causes 
and needs will be 

addressed.  It will make 

the difference for grants, 
scholarships, economic 

development and our 

overall value as an 

organized community.  

      Thank you Patricia 
Martin for sharing your 

experience with us and 

bringing this awareness.    

 

Records Amendment ProceduresðVery Important Please Read  by Tammy Hayes-Hill  
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IMPORTANT FOR REPORTING  

CENSUS INFO  

 

In the past the Census listed the na-

tionality/race of the òhead of the 

householdó as nationality/race of the 

family.   Please check into this before 

listing any information.  It may change 

for the upcoming survey so if you 

want your household to be listed as a 

Native American family make sure to 

list the native person as òhead of 

householdó in order to be counted.   



Graduations   

      Ruby Carlson graduated from The University of North Carolina Greens-

boro on May 15th, 2009 with a Bachelor of Science degree in Human Re-
sources.   

     Marshall Jeffries graduated from Guilford College on May 9th, 2009 with 
a Bachelorôs degree in sociology.  

     Keshia Shipman Enoch graduated from Pinnacle Marantha Bible College 
on March 21st, 2009.  Keshia received her Certificate in Biblical Studies and 
will be advancing with hopes to gain her degree as a Christian Counselor.   

Birth Announcements  

      Lawrence & Karen Dunmore III have a new addition to their family.   
Lawrence Alfred ñLittle Larryò Dunmore IV was born February 10th, 2009.   

Achievements  

      Kamille Hayes was inducted into the National Honor Society at Conway 
High School on May 21st, 2009.   

      Bria Huskey,  participated in the National Junior League of Cotillions ris-

ing 5th, 6th, & 7th graders.  Bria was the only native american in the group.   

 

Announcements  
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     The Occaneechi 

Eagles finished up the 

DPI Grant for Pro-

ject G7 Saturday May 

16th, 2009. They 

voted on T-shirts de-

signs for the project.  

In addition to voting 

on designs for the 

Pow-Wow.    

     At their bi-

monthly meetings 

The Eagles have 

been hard at work 

with dance and 

drum practice.  As 

well as language les-

sons.  Patricia John-

son came and as-

sisted the group in  

Occaneechi Eagle Update by Brice G. Watkins 

craft making.   

Please look for our 

Eagle dancers and 

The Red Land 

drummers at the 

2009 25th Anniver-

sary Pow-Wow as 

they showcase all of 

their hard work.   



 

     Sharn Jeffries 

worked on the village 

and re -did the thatch on 

the small long house 

and the large one.  

     June Jones mowed 

the property and contin-

ues to keep the property 

maintained.  

     Planted all apple 

trees that were overwin-

tered, and burnt up the 

brush pile near the ap-

ple orchard.  

     If you have anyone 

that wishes to weed eat 

the village and/or the 

property, please don't 

hesitate to have them 

contact the office to 

volunteer their time.  

Please let me know if 

anyone has any sug-

gestions or questions.  

 

School Days contõd  

up their stations and 

the village.   

     We had a group of 

volunteers from Elon 

University.  Professor 

Tom Mould and his 

class were on hand to 

help out and take in 

all the history and cul-

ture as part of their as-

signment.   

    Some of the activi-

ties included Lan-

guage Lessons and 

demonstrations at the 

village, as well as story-

telling.   

     Thank you to every-

one involved for bring-

ing Occaneechi His-

tory to life.   

      Please enjoy the 

photos.  

Homeland Update by Sharn Jeffries  
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School Days April 23rd,  

2009 plus photos   

     The day started with a 

flood of sunshine.  It was a 

pretty day to be outside 

and the property was es-

pecially beautiful.   

     We had a couple of 

schools signed up, a little 

less than normal but as 

cutbacks are being made 

school budgets are the 

hardest hit.  We didnõt let 

that dampen our spirits.   

     The volunteers were 

setting  


