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years of transitioning 
and a new genera-

tion looking to claim 

our true heritage and 

better reflect our tra-
ditions we made the 

change to our cur-

rent incarnation.   

This celebration is 

about reclaiming our 
identity and not be-

ing ashamed of our 

heritage or trying to 

make it fit into a pre-
conceived stereo-

type.  We are a proud 

people.  We are 

 

The Occaneechi 
Band of the Saponi 

Nation is celebrating 

their 25th anniver-

sary this year.  

What exactly does 

that mean?  Have we 
not been Indian peo-

ple all our lives?  

Why do we need an 
anniversary to cele-

brate this fact?  

These are questions 

that came to mind as 
I started to hear the 

buzz about this cele-

bration.   

Our identity was al-

most lost to us.  As 

our historians and 
elders started the 

process of piecing 

our identity back to-
gether, there were 

several phases we 

went thru before we  

became known as  
the Occaneechi Band 

of the Saponi Na-

tion.   

We had been the Eno

-Occaneechi Indian 
Association then it 

was the Eno-

Occaneechi Tribe 

and finally it was the 
Occaneechi Band of 

the Saponi Nation.  

Why all the phases 

and different names?  
We were trying to 

figure out the better 

fit to claim our true 
identity.  After many 
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Upcoming Events  

34th Annual Unity 

Conference , Raleigh 

NC, March 5-7, 2009  

OBSN Fish Fry , 

Burlington NC,  March 

21st, 2009  

Spring  School Daysñ 

Occaneechi Tribal 

Grounds, Mebane, NCñ 

April 23rd & 24th, 2009 

Mebane Dogwood 

Festiva lñDowntown 
Mebane, NCñApril 24th 

&  25th, 2009 

Occaneechee State 
Park Native American 

Heritage Festival ð 

Clarksville, VA  May 

9thñSaturday 

Tribal Council Meeting 

Feb. 12th  2009ñ

6:30pm  

Tribal Council Meeting 

March 12th 2009 ñ

6:30pm  

Tribal Council Meeting 

April 9th 2009 ð 6:30pm  
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VISION STATEMENT  
Occaneechi Band of the Saponi Nation will be a unified and self-reliant tribe. 

 

TRIBAL MISSION STATEMENT  
The Occaneechi Band of the Saponi Nation is continuously committed to the preser-
vation, protection and promotion of our history, culture and traditions; while provid-

ing social, economic and educational resources, opportunities and services that will 

contribute to the well being of the tribal community. 

 

TRIBAL COUNCIL MISSION STATEMENT  
As advocates for the Occaneechi Band of the Saponi Nation, the Tribal Council is 

committed to provide excellent leadership according to the constitution. 

Message From the Tribal Chair 

 

 

impact our people and 

the community!  I wish all 

a safe and prosperous 

2009. Best wishes and I 

look forward to your on-

going support for the up-

coming year!  

 

We need you more than 

ever, come be a part of 

something special.  
   
  

Biwa,  

Tony Hayes 

OBSN Tribal Chairperson 
   

 

 

 

Mecou Tribal Family,  

 

2008 has come to an end 

and not a moment to 

soon! It has been a rough 

year for all due to the 

economy and the state of 

the country. This eco-

nomic downturn has af-

fected us all and I cer-

tainly hope you are keep-

ing your head above wa-

ter and saving as much as 

you can! We are like eve-

ryone doing what we can 

to cut back and weather 

the storm. I look forward 

to a new beginning and 

changed attitudes. We are 

also getting ready to em-

bark on our 25th modern 

anniversary, so we are in 

planning for events next 

year. The tribe is continu-

ing to strive to positively  

OBSN Voice 
 
This publication is produced by the 

Occaneechi Band of the Saponi 

Nation, Tribal Council 

 

The newsletter features items of 

interest to enrolled Occaneechi-

Saponi people and is distributed 

FREE of charge to these members. 

 

G.J. Hill, Editor 

 

DEADLINE DATES: 

(Please note change) 

Dec. 30 (Jan/Feb/Mar/April) 

April 30 (May/Jun/Jul/Aug) 

Aug. 30 (Sept/Oct/Nov/Dec) 

 

SEND ALL 

ADDRESS CORRECTIONS TO: 

Occaneechi-Saponi Tribal Office 

103 East Center Street 

P.O. Box 356 

Mebane, NC 27302-0356 

(919) 304-3723 Phone 

(919) 304-3724 Fax 

OBSN@mebtel.net 
 

Newsletter Email: 

OBSNVoice@triad.rr.com 

 

Copyright © 2008 by the 

Occaneechi Band of the Saponi 
Nation Tribal Council. 

Reproduction or use of contents in 

any manner without written 

permission of the Occaneechi- 

Saponi Tribal Council is 

prohibited. 

 

Bulk Mail Postage Paid at 

Mebane, North Carolina 

 

501 (c) (3) Non-Profit 

Organization 

 

ALL DONATIONS  

ACCEPTED 

Page 2 Voice  Issue 4                                                                 OBSN Voice  



 
 

Vivette Logan -Jeffries, OBSN Tribal Council member, OBSN Health Circle 
Steering Committee Director & Pow-Wow Committee member and Johnette 

Jeffries-Lopez, RN OBSN tribal member & OBSN Health Circle Steering Com-
mittee Member presented at the Greensboro Area Health Education Center 
(AHEC) Community Research Advisory Board Meeting on Thursday December 

11th, 2008.   

 
Keisha Shipmon Enoch , OBSN Tribal Council member, OBSN Health Circle & 

Pow-Wow committee member attended The Unity Conference Board meeting on 
January 15th, 2009 in Raleigh, NC.   

Represent Spotlight         òWhoõs doing Wható  
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REPRESENT! 
Tell us what you 

are doing.  Please 

Share! 
If you or someone 

you know is in-

volved in presenta-

tions, conferences, 

workshops or com-

mittees as a repre-

sentative of the 

tribe or Natives as a 

whole, please let us 

know. 

Include your name, 

event title, date, lo-

cation and any other 

pertinent details 

such as your partici-

pation and any 

other notable atten-

dees. 
obsnvoice@triad.rr.com 

Language Lesson # 34 Review and conversation phrases.   

 
Hello/greetings = Mecou   
*we don't say bye, as most native cultures do not, unless someone dies  

 

If you want to respond to someone asking òhow are youó,  here is a word you 
can use:   

Good = ebi or bi  

 
If you want to respond to someone with the word òyesó:  

yes- aha 

 
*there is no word for please  

 

Thank you =  Bi'wa (bee -wah) and/or Bilahuk (bee -la-hook)  
No  thank you = ihao, bi'wa  

 

Sentence:    
 

My name is __________= mima taluk nawa _________ .  

 
I am_____= henigu __________.   

 
 
Vowel Review:   

*vowels are pronounced just like spanish vowels  

a= (ah) e= (eh) i= (ee) o= (oh) u= (oo)  
 

Next lesson will consist of Time & Place words.   
Use your words in daily conversation and watch your Tutelo vocabulary 
continue to grow.   

Bilahuk to Law-
rence Dunmore 

III and Marshall 

Jeffries for all 

your hard work 
in keeping our 

language alive.  

We greatly ap-
preciate the time 

and care you 

have put into en-

suring that this 
valuable piece of 

our heritage will 

be preserved, 
passed on and 

shared.   

mailto:obsnvoice@triad.rr.com?subject=Represent


In this year of politics and 
changing of power.  We hear the 

term ñFirstò family, lady, kids  

and even Mom-In-Law.   

These ones are in the position to 

serve as ambassadors for their 
people.  For the presidency, they 

are charged with the daily task of 

representing our nation.  But 

think about in our communities, 
churches, organizations and our 

families in general, there are 

many people that take on the 

task of representation.      

 

One of the  first OBSN families 
that deserves mention is The 

Jeffries family (to the left).  

This whole family is very 

involved in the daily ñworkingsò 
of this tribe.  John (Blackfeather) 

and his wife Lynette have 

travelled many miles and spent 

countless weekends attending 
Pow-Wows.  In addition to many 

hours shared with tribal 

members, the community, Indian 

brothers and sisters at their home 
in Hillsborough, NC passing on 

traditions, not to mention raising 

their children and grandchildren 

in the Occaneechi traditions.   

 

Sharn Jeffries, John and 
Lynetteôs son has served in many 

positions for the tribe such as 

being the representative for the 

OBSN with the NC Indian 
Commission, former Tribal 

Secretary, current Vice Chair 

and many administrative tasks 

for the tribe such as processing 
the tribal applications and birth 

certificates.  Sharnôs two 

daughters, India and Mikalah 

dance at the Pow-Wows and 
participate regularly with 

Occaneechi Youth Events.  

These young ladies are well 

acquainted with tribal history & 

traditions.   
Vivette Jeffries-Logan, daughter 

of John and Lynette Jeffries 

serves in many roles as well.  

She is currently the Director of 
The OBSN Health Circle, 

Facilitative Leadership and 

Diversity Consultant, Tribal 
Council Member, Dancer, Fire 

Carrier and Mom to Uriah (Little 
Bear) & Elijah (Little Wolf).  She 

also holds board positions in 

Hillsborough, NC as she supports 

her community.    Vivetteôs sons 
are dancers and drummers and 

like their cousins, very familiar 

with tribal history.  Vivetteôs 

husband Doug Logan is a dancer 
and is a regular at the Occaneechi 

Youth meetings taking part in 

teaching & mentoring to our tribal 

youth.    

 

The Jeffries family are unique 
because of having all of their 

generations sharing in this 

experience.  They all participate 

in tribal events such as village 
presentations, the annual Pow-

Wow, School Days and 

educational lectures.  In addition 

to being very willing to share 
knowledge and just spend time 

with interested ones.   

 

The other family that deserves 

mention is The Martin family (to 

the right).  The family of Iola & 
Leonard Martin are regular 

volunteers for the tribe.  Mr. 

Martin helps maintain the tribal 

grounds and Iola volunteers 
especially during Pow-Wow time 

and attends the tribal council 

meetings.   Being senior citizens 
havenôt slowed them down at all.   

Their daughter Barbara Martin 

Lipscomb & husband Eddie, work 

very hard at the Pow-Wow, Fish 
Fry(s) and attend tribal council 

meetings.  Barbaraôs daughter 

Keshia Shipmon Enoch is a tribal 

council member and takes on 
many responsibilities such as 

being involved in many 

committees such as the OBSN 

Health Circle Steering Committee 
and always volunteers for some of 

our most creative projects.  Their 

son Greg Martin and his wife 

Tammy can be counted on to 
participate in our annual events as 

well Greg serving as a tribal 

council member and committee 

chair. 

 

These hard working, dedicated 
families can be seen at the 

meetings, Pow-Wow, School Days, 
Golf Tournament as well as 

anything else that involves the 

tribe.   

 

Thank you all for truly being great 

ambassadors for the Occaneechi 

tribe.   

First  Families of the Occaneechi Tribe  by Tammy Hayes-Hill  
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A special note of apprecia-

tion to all of the Occaneechi 

families for your support.   

Thank you to the core families 

such as the Burnette, Hayes, 

Haith, Jeffries, Johnson, Martin, 

Watkins and Whitmore families.  

We are  so grateful for all that 

you do.  (If I failed to mention 

someone, it was not intentional 

and please accept my apologies in 

advance).   


